VILLAGE OF WESTPHALIA
COUNCIL MEETING
July 6, 2026

The meeting of the Westphalia Village Council was called to order by President Tim Fandel at 7:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.


Council Members in Attendance:
	Tim Fandel, President
	Kevin Krzeminski
	Bernie Lehman
	Tanner Droste

	David Boswell, Clerk
	Bill Schmitt
	Phil Smith
	Steve Miller




Minutes & Agenda: Member Lehman made the motion, supported by Member Krzeminski, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and the agenda for tonight’s meeting. Motion carried.


Guests:  Guests in attendance included:
	· Scott Platte, DPW Supervisor

	· Zach Rudat, Clinton County Commissioner, was unable to attend the meeting and e-mailed an update on activities at the County level, including:
Early In-Person Voting Information
· Reminder that early in-person voting for the August Primaries is available to Clinton County voters from July 25th to August 2nd, with two available locations at DeWitt and Bingham Township Halls. Hours are 8 am to 4 pm (11 am to 7 pm on the 29th and 30th).

Walker Road Solar Project
· In May, private developers submitted an application to the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) for the “Walker Road Solar Farm” project in Bingham Township. The Township is zoned by the County, but developers can supersede local zoning authority for renewable energy projects under state law.
· As part of the MPSC application process, the project is required to provide a grant to impacted local units of government for legal representation and intervention in the case before the MPSC. Clinton County and Bingham Township will both receive these funds totaling $150k.
· To be as efficient as possible with these dollars, the county and township have approved a legal services agreement with Foster Swift for joint representation. The public can follow this case before the MPSC and submit their own public comments.

Broadband Update
· The County has received notice from Frontier that the County ROBIN Grant broadband project installation is on track to be completed by the end of July. Once completed, roughly 3,600 locations across the county will have new broadband access.
· ROBIN grant locations for this project were determined by the state. Though this project doesn’t get us to 100% internet coverage across the county, it does significantly close the gap and addresses the largest voids.




Appointments: No appointments were made.


Water: DPW Supervisor Platte informed Council that there is a leak in the pipe/pump systemin the well house of well #1.  An estimate has been made by Peerless Midwest and the Village is awaiting a formal bid.  A motion was made by Trustee Schmitt to approve repairs up to a pre-determined limit.  The motion was supported by Trustee Krzeminski.  Motion carried.

The Village’s application for a grant under Congressionally Directed Spending, to be used to continue water system improvements, has made it to the next step in the approval process. Several steps still remain in the approval process.


Sewer: No new business.




Financial: 
· Expenditures made during the previous month were presented and reviewed. A motion to approve all expenditures was made by Member Lehman and supported by Member Droste. Motion carried.
· Council reviewed the Village Balance Sheet.
· Council reviewed the minutes of the Annual Budget Meeting.  Trustee Lehman made a motion, supported by Trustee Krzeminski, to approve the minutes of the Budget Meeting.  Motion carried.
· Council reviewed Certificates of Deposit at Union Bank that are renewing in July.  After review of term and interest rate options, Trustee Schmitt made a motion to renew three of the CDs for a term of 12 months and two for a term of six months.  The motion was supported by Trustee Miller.  Motion carried.


Building & Zoning: Member Droste presented Council with three Applications for Plot Plan Approval:
· Application #26-005 for an addition to a building at 204 W. Main Street.  The addition to the building is not in compliance with the Village Zoning Ordinance.  Member Droste made a motion to deny Application #26-005.  The Motion was supported by Trustee Schmitt.  Motion carried.
· Application #26-006 for an accessory building at 400 Harwood Drive.  The application is in compliance with the Village’s Zoning Ordinance.  Trustee Droste made a motion to approve application #26-006. The motion was supported by Trustee Krzeminski.  Motion carried.
· Application #26-007 for an accessory building at 437 Julie Way.  The application did not contain sufficient details to make a final decision on the application.  Trustee Schmitt made a motion to table the application pending the receipt of additional information.  The motion was supported by Trustee Lehman.  Motion carried.


Streets: 
· Work will begin on the next phase of the Streets Improvement Project beginning Monday, July 13.  This phase of the project will include work on W. Pine Street and Elm Street.  Specific details will be available on the Village website.
· The village has received an evaluation on why W. Main Street continues to deteriorate in some spots.  The Village is awaiting additional information and recommendations on how to address the problem.
· Council is reviewing the number of handicap parking space in Village parking lots.


Community Service:  No new business.


Planning Commission: The Planning Commission hosted a successful Cruise-In on June 18th.  Approximately 868 cruisers participated in the Cruise-In and total attendance by cruisers and spectators was excellent.  The Village would like to thank the Planning Commission, DPW staff, our local business and all of the volunteers that made Cruise-In 2026 a success.

There was no Planning Commission meeting in July.  The next Planning Commission meeting is on Monday, August 3 at 6:00 pm.


Parks and Recreation: The Village has received an inquiry regarding use of the band shell at Droste Park for “Music In The Park” events. Council is supportive of the concept, and additional information is needed before final approval can be given.


Village DPW: DPW Supervisor Platte provided Council with information regarding candidates for the open DPW position.  After review of candidate information, Trustee Schmitt made a motion to approve an offer to a candidate.  The motion was supported by Trustee Lehman.  Motion carried.


Administrative Issues:  The Village previously received a Permanent Electric Transmission Line Easement Agreement from Michigan Electric Transmission Company, LLC.  Council reviewed the agreement and requested modification of the agreement.  ITC is reviewing the requested modifications.
.

Next Council Meeting: Regular meeting on Monday, August 3, 2026 at 7:00 pm.


Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Member Smith and supported by Member Lehman. Motion carried.
