VILLAGE OF WESTPHALIA
COUNCIL MEETING
May 4, 2026

The meeting of the Westphalia Village Council was called to order by President Tim Fandel at 7:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Council Members in Attendance:
	
	
	
	

	Tim Fandel, President
	Kevin Krzeminski
	Bernie Lehman
	Tanner Droste

	David Boswell, Clerk
	Bill Schmitt
	Phil Smith
	Steve Miller




Minutes & Agenda: Member Droste made the motion, supported by Member Lehman, to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and the agenda for tonight’s meeting. Motion carried.


Guests:  Guest in attendance was Alex Hanses, DPW Supervisor


Appointments: No appointments were made.


Water: No new business.


Sewer: During a recent inspection of the Village’s lift stations, it was noted that the pump impellers will likely need to be replaced in the near future.  Bids will be obtained for impeller replacement.


Financial: Expenditures made during the previous month were presented and reviewed. A motion to approve all expenditures was made by Member Lehman and supported by Member Smith. Motion carried.

Council reviewed the final budget for Fiscal Year 2025/2026.  Member Lehman made a motion to approve and close the Fiscal Year 2025/2026 budget.  The motion was supported by Member Miller.  Motion carried.

Council scheduled a Budget Subcommittee meeting for Wednesday, May 20, 2026, at 3:30 pm.

Council scheduled the annual Budget Meeting for Monday, June 15, 2026, at 6:00 pm.

The Village’s annual audit, by the accounting firm Gabridge & Co., is scheduled for the week of June 1, 2026.


Building & Zoning: The Planning Commission recommended to Council that they approve an amendment to the Village’s Zoning Ordinance to make it easier to make future changes.  The amendment removes the requirement to hold a public hearing prior to making changes to the Zoning Ordinance text.  A public hearing will still be required when rezoning properties or making Master Plan changes.  A public hearing was held to obtain feedback on the proposed amendment.   Member Smith made a motion to approve the amendment to the Zoning Ordinance.  The motion was supported by Member Droste.  Motion carried.

The Planning Commission has been working on wording to include in the Village’s Zoning Ordinance that will regulate the development and construction of Battery Energy Storage Systems within the Village.  The Planning Commission has completed the proposed ordinance change and recommended to Council that it be adopted and included in the Zoning Ordinance.  Member Lehman made a motion to amend the Zoning Ordinance as recommended.  The motion was supported by Member Droste.  Motion carried.

The Planning Commission recommended to Council that the Village issue a moratorium on the development and construction of data centers in the Village.  A moratorium will allow time for the Planning Commission to develop appropriate provisions to be included in the Zoning Ordinance.  Member Droste made a motion to issue a moratorium, for a period of 12 months, on the development and construction of data centers within the Village.  The motion was supported by Member Schmitt.  Motion carried.





Streets: The road construction/culvert replacement on West Pine Street has been completed, except for paving the road surface.  The project went well and the Village is very satisfied with the work completed by Youngstrom Contracting, Inc.  The remainder of the work on the 2026 Streets Improvement Project will be completed, beginning in July.

The Village has been obtaining bids from multiple companies for taking core samples and making recommendations on the appropriate construction techniques to address the deterioration of the pavement on portions of West Main Street.  The low bid was received from Intertek.  Member Schmitt made a motion, supported by Member Smith, to accept the bid from Intertek.  Motion carried. 


Community Service: No new business.


Planning Commission: The Planning Commission recommended that Council approve changes to the Village Zoning Ordinance (see above).  Other Planning Commission projects include:

· Review and revision of the Village’s Land Subdivision and Utility Extension Ordinance
· An ordinance that would regulate the construction and operation of data centers within the Village
· Update of the Village Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map
· Cruise-In 2026

The next Planning Commission meeting will be on Monday, June 1, 2026, at 6:00 pm.


Parks and Recreation: Work continues on the Parks & Rec Master Plan and concept development to be used in applying for grants and/or fundraising.


Village DPW: No new business.


Administrative Issues: Election paperwork was completed for Village Council positions that are up for reelection.  


Next Council Meeting: Regular meeting on Monday, June 1, at 7:00 pm.


Adjournment: Motion to adjourn made by Member Smith and supported by Member Schmitt. Motion carried.
